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developing the valley of the river Sone was also discussed at
Delhi, at a meeting between the representatives of the Central
Government and the Governments of the UP., the C.P. and
Bihar and certain Indian State representatives. The project
is intended to utilize the waters of the river Sone for increasing
irrigation, development of power, navigation and flood con-
trol. Irrigation engineers and other experts have visualized
the possibility of installing electric plant for providing energy
over an area of 175 to 250 sq. miles.
It is a modest scheme when compared with the Tennessee
Valley project of the U.S.A., which covers an area of about
40,000 sq, miles. But it will be very important as a novel
experiment, really the first of its kind in India, to be extended
to other parts of the country, if found successful. In the
development of river valleys on these lines, there exists a
natural cycle of causes and effects. To obtain facilities of
cheap electric power, navigation and flood control means
dams and reservoirs. To keep reservoirs deep and effective
means erosion control, which calls for forest management.
And the forest industries can be planned in suitable localities
with electric power generated at the dams and reservoirs.
To the industries in the plains it means the supply of cheap
electric power and transportation; to the farmer it means
the benefit of rural electrification; and to the people living
in the deltas of such rivers it means freedom from the havoc
to life and property wrought periodically by floods.
There is an organic inter-connexion between forests in
the mountains, pastures on the mountain slopes and agricul-
ture in the plains. Forestry in the hills, pasture farming in
poor and cheap lands and scientific agriculture in fertile
plains help one another. Full development of forest or
mineral zones, stock raising zones, and cereal, raw produce
and agricultural zones, requires the establishment of varied
types of industries to utilize the diverse resources of these
zones by treating them all as parts of a single unified broad
region for planning and development.
This kind of development of industries (including agri-
culture) on regional lines is a real departure from the
nineteenth century destructive utilization of natural resources
to the present-day economy of conservation. According to